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According to recent reports by Petroleos Mexicanos (PEMEX), the company produced 1.584
million metric tons of petrochemicals during the month of May, bringing output for the year to
7.612 million MT. The monthly average of 1.522 MT in the January-May period represents a 6.6%
increase over the same period last year. Petrochemical exports in the first five months of 1991
totaled 357,700 MT for $121.5 million in revenue. Imports for the period cost $42.7 million. The
$78.8 million petrochemical trade surplus represented a substantial increase compared to $53.3
million for the same period in 1990. PEMEX production of selected petrochemicals over the January-
May 1991 period follows: ammonia, 1.134 million MT; ethylene, 540,000 MT; high- and low-density
polyethylene, 217,000 MT; benzene, 138,000 MT; ethylene oxide, 118,000 MT; vinyl chloride, 52,000
MT; propylene, 146,000 MT; ethylbenzene, 76,000 MT; acetaldehyde, 104,000 MT; and, toluene,
163,000 MT. (Sources: El Financiero, 07/18/91; Notimex, 07/17/91, 07/19/91)
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